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Certain Rules fi or C hur ch Or der propofed a 


tothe Church in Abingdon both Private 


fort Preface teuching the eceafen of 


| dingly | remo 


Miniter wi 
] though fome faid little, Ps others ( to whom my heart did cleave) . 


cameto me,exprefling wih 
| them: and the truth is, upon their defires, with thenames of fuch =, 


on my own termes, 
thould judge to bee according to the Werd , to them; 
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there was net one diflented, although then expr 
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thefe Propofals. 


Hree Months fince andmore, having on fuck = 


not but approve ) taken up refolutionsto remove | 
from Abingdon, declared both Privatelyand Pub. 

liquely what I intended, giving them three Months __—- 
to provide themfelves another Minifter: accor- 
ved from my houfe, and put my felfeonlyintoa fo- 3s 
journing poftare, till thethree Months fhouldexfpire, or another 
thin that time fhould come to fucceed me: upon thie, ffs 


eir mokt carnef defires'of my Saying 


who had been ( as they faid ) converted by my Miniftrie amongh 
‘them, and the Cenfideration of the danger wherein | wasliketo 


‘| leave them, my heart began to work againetowardsfome famher 
tryall wich chem; no fooner was this known , but fuddainlyfucha 
ftorme fell upon mee, and did I meet withall fromfome 

| ofthem ( which I am Joath to publi : 
rits were exceedingly dampt. Severall meetings there were {pent 
a about (if not againft ) me, at the lak of them I was fadly prefent how 
batin the clofe of it, fuch whofe hearts did feemeto cleavetomer, - 
d their defires for my farther tryall of them, Ldef- 


may affections.and Spi- 
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rdtoknow on what termes. 1 fheuldcontinue? whatrulesthey 
would obferve? whether they would propofe anytomee,oritwere 
their defire | fhoald propofetothem? They alldefiredthatl would 


and that they would. walkiby fuch rulesas 
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{piricuall and Etcrnall Eftace of men- See 
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‘gil his ordinances, according to the rules of the word, in their feve- 


rall capacities. fee Mat: 22. 13 5: 


hat all fuch-as firall ferioully and folemnely profeffe their 
Repentance toward God, and Faith coward our Lord Jefus Chrift, 
‘Be'peceived: ( provided that they be endowed with a competent 


meatureof knowledge in the things of God, and:are of an appro- 
‘ved converlation, or (hall ferioufly and folemmely profeffe ( to the 
rationall fatisfaction of the Church ) their Repentance of thol 


Scandals wherewith they may be charged, engaging by 
‘Cevenant and promife (in the ftrength of God co walke with him | 
- “and his Peopleinall his Waies and Ordinances for the future.) 
that, although we are not fure that they have much more ip 
“them of the cruth of Grace, for the Prefent, then this Profeflion: 
| © ‘W®uerie; whether we ate not bound in Confcience wich Charity 
Lt oe believe ( or hope at leaft) chat chere is the tcath of Grace, where 
«there is fuch profeifion made, till we have demontftrations to the: 
See 1 Cor: 12031. 1 9. Mat 7.1,2,34455+ Mat 
Efay 65.5, Luke 18.10,11. Mat 11. 19, 
Rom 10.28. 1 Cor.9. 19,204 Mar: 18, 2i- to end. 
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The Scriptures prove, that excernall profeflion admit- 


‘eth to an external! Charch and Covenant. fhate , citles, ordinances, 
 priviledges, and chat not only according to.the fentence, of many 

=.  ‘miftaking charity, bur of God himfelfe, to whom it is Blalphemy | 
deny a judgement of moft abfolute , cercainery , and infallibi 
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and are thefe thar | 


up chemfelves to-God in Chrift, according to their profelf- 


on in Baptifnic, and chat all firch be invited to partake of Chriftin 
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ke Gen. 6.2,4,5: Gen: 17.7; 


Church Difcipline, fee M. Norton p.3.p-11, Apologel. Narrat. p, 6, Cob- 
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III, 1 13. Greenhill on Ezek, 16 D Owen. Perfeverance of Saints 


Thatall fuch as are through Ignorance or Seandall,unwore 
_ thy; and uncapable of benefiting by Church Ordinances, be defi- 

_ red to forbeare, and keep off, untill they be found fit, and fatisfas 
_ be given to the Church, by the profeflion oftheic Faihand 
Repentance, See Levit. 10.10- Num.9.7,8c. 2 Chren.23.19. Ezra 10. 


8. Ezek. 22,26. Ezek. 44. 7,8,9,13. Fer. 7.9,10, 11.Mat.7,6.1 Cote 


16 1 Cor. 11,27, totheend. 1€or.6.9,10, Eph§.5§,6,7. 2Cor. 


Dion: Areop. ¢.3. p.3, { 6,7: Albalpin. I.1.c.1-1. 2, Greg. 


Concil. Ancyr.c. 16.-Nicen, Afelat. 2 Refer: leg 
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Thaumat. Bafil. mag. ep:ad Ampbil. c. 4, 11,61,825 56,64, 65, 66. Gye 
rian! 3. Ep 14. 7 uftin Martyr. Apal.2. Chrylofts Hom:in Mai: 83, Am- 
de off. ¢.27. Aug. de op. ¢. 18, Wal, Strabo. dered 
Aquinas Sump. 3. 9.80. art 6.Vajquexin 3™ part. Tom 1.3.9:80. diff, 
209. Becan. ¢.5. q.8. Durand. in lent. diff. 


vard.6. p: 151,152, 153, 15 4. Govern: of Church of Scot, 39 40,0 


Holland: corp: dife:¢.4, art8, £03 ET, 4. French Ecclef.. 
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of Baptifme p. 5 4, $52 56. Hookers Survey of Church Dilcipline, Pre- 
face p. 11, part. 1.p.32,23. & ch. 3>p tot. Colton Holines of Church 
members His way of the Churches in New England 


ince 29: I,1 2513, &c, I Cort 0. T- 10,2. Oo: th ‘ougt anr.. 
Ex, 4 2 2.F x.19.6;Deut.3 2.9, 
CofE 551. &C. 134. 4. fer. 2.13415 13, 
hep Rem: 11.17. Mat.3.5-12. Mat 13. 25, 47. Mat, 22,14, 
hae | To I 5 2 5 2 4 I 4 compared W a | ; 
21.20,21522, (gtheend, Adis 8: 12,13, 21, 23,37- 1 Con, 
Rev, 1. hR 6.70. with Met. 
Mark 14.20.1 Cor.10.41. & cs This; h wich thejudg 
‘10-1. This agreeth with thejudgement 
urcnet, tooer Divine’, notonly Presbyterie . 
an,du ndent. sce Harmony of Confeflione. Common 
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42543, at: in Eth, 2 Bacer. 
'Calw. Inf. 11512. Verfin, Dea. Chrift, 


ep. ad Frederic. 3™ ep.l.1. Bexa Cont. Eraftem.D.Hammend Powe f | 
Aarons Red. Lend: Min: Vindication. Palmer Amtiquaries, 
pes. Palmer and Drake egainft Humphrey. 1.6.c. 2. dab. 3.6.3, 
Hamphrysp. 3.4. Prin, Vind. p-50- Druides Cef. de Bell. 6. 
‘The Book of Canons c. 26. & 27..Coromon Prayer, Rubrick, 
the Cemmunion, and before the Catechifme, atthe endof 
Confirmation, Exhortation before the Comraunion, &c. Commins. 
ion at the 
i Thatail {ache fach as are faithfull, According to the 
Rules ofske Gofpell,co God; Themfelves, and-one intheir | ¢ 
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Pet: Mant Lece Com. $.7. Pelanus Syntag. 9. ( 
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‘Hat to with and his le, in 
all Ordinances,doc firtt make known their defires to Mi- 
nifter, before they proceed any farther. See Rubrick before 
| 
ad ‘That hey fome way or other ithe Minifter chat they 
are set unfit becaufe of igmorance, or otherwife anworthy to par- 
_ take ofthe Sacraments, 1 Cor: 11.29. 4 Pet. 8. 30. Rubr, | 
3. Thacatthe next Churct ‘meeting t ey prot edto the 
‘Chae for their approbation and admiflion. 
4. Thacchey doe then folemnely and ferioufly profeffe their 
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F ‘aich and Hepentance before all che Congregation, and chat either 
by déclaring themf{elves what they apprehend and find, orfome @ 
| tehee way manifeRing cheir agreement with what fhall be propofed | 
Paftor for them, and in cheirnameto the Church. Mat: 3.6, | Ba 
16,16. Aas 2. 372 Ais 3. Rom.t0.9, See 
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declared to the Paftor, and fuch as bythe confent of the Church’ 
| tallbejoyned withhim (in Examining and hearing the Caufe) - 
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Church to which they now joyne themfelves ) according to the 
‘sules of the word of God, Deut:29,1,9,to the end, Nekem.9. 380. & 


‘| 6. That, if the Church doe approve of their Converfation and 


| profeflion, they be received; otherwife, defired to forbeare,or Exe 


¢laded,till the Church be fatisficd: by the Church h:ve'is meant the whole 
bedy,orthe major number of the men atleafi, 


_ 9. That fo much knowledge, and no mo 
ceflary ) required im the Perfous tobe admitted, then fuch as might 
probably Jead their foules to Chri, and render them-not altoge- 
theruncapable of improving his Ordinances to their Spiritu 
vantage. Sce Hocker Survey part.3.p.5. Heb.5.2. Pi@G.4.5 


~ 


jealoufies of them in others, or meer reports, but reall, known, os 
ftrongly prefumed Scandals, cafting ablot on Chiiftian profeffion, 


1 be counted fufficient caufes of not admitting of excluding, astothe 
matter of converfation, Sce 1 Cor, 5. 1,11~ Amefins Puritenifm. 


her Survey 39> 


-9. Thar objections made by any of the Charch , againft fuch as 


propofed for adnaiflion, be not immediately, and openly dc 
red, ¢ withoat the parties con{cne) but only intimated , and farther 


in private, that as He and the thal] judge meet, it,may be reported 
tothe Church. See Mat-18.85. 
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Particular fines for walking in Church Ordcre 


LP Hat all admitted doe fet up, ‘and maintain the Worthip of 

God in their families, as Praying Reading , inftru@ing their 
_ Children, and fuch as are under their Charge. See Gen.18.19. Deity 
2. Tharthey yeeld their Children, not. only to be publiquely 1, 
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offered 
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That they doc then ferioufly and folemnely Covenant ‘and? 
| Promife, to walk with God and his People ( particularly the 
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-§. That not ordinary humane infirmities, doubts, fufpicions, 


Baptized, * but publiquely (as they are capable); with their Ser- 
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polite te 20.20. Gr! 


That they walk in Love with one another, not rafhly Cenfa- 


‘fing /Backbicing, much leffc injuring one another, but chacchey Rts, 
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+. be ordered as neere as may be, according to the Infticucion, Example. 
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Rom.14.19. Fud.19. 20,21. °Mal:3.16, Matri8.20, 


idy andipromote the Peace,Comfort, and Welfare of each other,in: 
dpiricuall matcers efpecially. Eph. 4+ 1,2,35455- John 3,11. to the 
2 Goll:3, 12,13,14515. Pbil:2. 1-06. Gal:6.1. 
-Thatthey faffer not finne co ly upon one another, but in aloe 
stender, and Chriftian way, Adnionifh and reprove each other, § 
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nd, 
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130, 
ar 
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emftlves, Heb. 13.17- 


ae. ef the beft.Churches, and as may tend to the Order and Edification 
Of the Charch, 1 Cor, 14. 33.40. 1 Cor. 11.23. 
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Word and Sacraments difpenced together. See Mitt, 


b. | 2.46. Mat.5.14,15, 16, 1 Gor. 11626. 3 Cor: 11. 34s 


‘Witche jodgemenc and practice of all the Churches, as they 
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6.6. Cent, Magd Cent lib:2.¢.7. 


lwing none offence, ufing all lawfull meanes to gaine them, encou» 
raging any that look toward Religion, Col. Car. 104, 


Thatin Converfe with others contrary minded ( in leffer 
_ |magcers only) they behave themfelves lovingly and fweerly ; but if 
‘their tenents and praktiles be mure danger OUS > fhun their company 
-jand difcourfes, Phil.3.15,16, Row;16.17,18. 2 Tim. 2.16.17. 
8. That they obey fuch as are fet over them in the Lord,and fub- 


. 9». That they communicate unto him that teacheth them in all 


igoodthings, Gal: 6. 6,7,8. 1 Tim. 4.16,18. 
. That all Ordinances and Church proceedings in all things 


That all Ordinances for pabligque Edification be publiquely d 


mjoy liberty, place and opportunity; the natureof thevilible § 
in its profeflion and Ordinances doth alio require ics libere 


Thacthey conttantly attend on all publique Ordinances, freee 


as opportunity (hall be affurded ) tog echer with 
pablique or private, as {hall be from time to time ap. 
pointed, for their mutuall edification, and by their Paftor,; 
5. Cant. 1.8. Pro. 8 3 4. Heb: 10: 24.25. Thej. 5: 
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Fay place ind opportunity, a are tor Se, 
« 


"e632, Thacall endeavour in feveralf 
Purity, with che Peace and Unity of the Chaveh, Bphnas 
That all yceld and fubmic themfelves'to 


Chriftin his Church , asit {hall be made known to the 
and may betoEdification exercifed in our particular Come q 
14. That asthe Church encreafes, need requires, and perfons: are 
found fi other Ghurch Officers be chofen according to the Word,’ 


Ads 6. 253.4. Cor. 92-28, 
ts. That Church matcers be mana acd by the Officers, Pallor, 
4 and {uch as fhallibe ( when need requireth) joyned with. bins. 
16... That the Confent of the whole or at leaft the prea 
eer part of the men, be taken by the Paftor and Officers, in mat 
| weight and Moment. 1Cor. 5.4, 
437. That the Church, and every. particular Meniher; yeeld 


the judgement and fenteace of the Paftor and Officers, unleffe they 

tan give convincing reafons to the contrary. Heb: 13. 

18. That fuch as fhall privately offend, be firth prisately 

if thac prevaile not,then with two or three ; if that prevaile 

not, then let the matter be declared to the Church, and 

der publiquely admonifhed by the Paftor, if that prevail not, leg 
him be accounted as an Heathen, and a Publican, Maet.18.15 ke. 
Thatfuech as fin openly, be more fpetdilyand {everely 
dealt wichall , and proceeded Tim, 5° 20, 243) I 
| 


| Pentance, to the fatisfa&ion the Charch, be reftored to that | 
| Communion from which they were excluded, 9 Cor.2. | 
folemne entrance om this Charch | 
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Church in Private, 


tion, and proceeded on in convenient time. 


Wored, By all the mem that were prefenc, all the Womem alfe 


Gonfenting, except three or foure, who: did'net gainfay , bus 


| only deliredfarthertime coconfider: 
all chac Refolved and.confented, gave in their Names to be 
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Ly 
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pend. 


quire 
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with the reall: inward holinefle of Regeneration, and juftitying 


|... Faith in’ Ghrift: or that upon a ftri&, Examination fhall not. give 
‘fignesof True Faich and inward Holinefle, which may convince 


theGontcience of men, touching the Syncerity of their Faith , Re 


| | pentafice, and Communion with Chrift, -- A believer is cither fo 
| of God, abfolurely, really, pofitively; or men Eccle- 
-- though hebenot a believer pofitively , yet we are 
bound judge fo» and.co a&t cowards him, as if he were pufitively, 


lag 


‘and Communion willbe utterly 


“Synplon, p.6, We have this fincere profefion, to make before God, 


che world, That all chat €onfcience of the defilements 
‘ebnceived to cleave to the true worlhip of God in them, (viz.{tht 
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Ty Efolved, That the Rules for Church-order propofed tou, | 
by our defired Paftor, are agreeable to the Wordof | - 
God,andtobeputin praftice, 
 Refelved, that thofe rales be publifhed in. the publick Congrega. 
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T be Fudement of WV orthy cM 


P ae where icis donbtfall; we oughe negatively & practice to judge che 
+--iftchis Truth take’ not place, oucward Chriftian Umion, 


||} indkp. Apoloz. Narration by M. Gosdwin, Nye, Bridge,Burrenghty | 
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Norton, -Zeacher of the Church «t Ip{wich in New Englaud againft | 
 Apell.p.3. Anjo. tothe queft, Whether Truth of Gracebere- | 
dito vifible Church-memberfhip --- One may be admicted in-. 

theCommunion of che Externall Church, thatis not endowed 
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yerfion of many others,) or ef the anwarranted power of Church 


 Governours exercifed therein, did never worke in us any other 
-¢hought, much lefle opinion, but'that mulcitudes of the Aflemblyes 
and Parochiall Congregations thereof were The true Churches, and 
of Chrift, and the Miniftry thexeof a true Minty; much leffe didie 


Congregations of England, in‘which | ‘by the Grace of God, we eg 
were Converted, and exerciled our Miniftry long,to the Gons 


ever enter into our hearts to judge them Antichriftjan. VVelawand 


‘Scotland, Helland &c,(choagh more reformed,) yet for theirmixtares 
muftbe in like manner judged no Ghurchesalfo,.which tolmagine _ 


himfelfe, cutteth himfelfe from Chrift. &c..p.3. as true faith gi- 


veth life and being to the invifible amd ele& Church, fo profeflion 


| offaich giveth life and being toa vifible Church, &c. 


anot bat {ee, that by the dame reafon the Churches abrode | 


er Conceive,is, and kath ever been an horrour to.ourthoughts4Yea 
wealwayes have profeffed, and thatin thefe times,whenthe Chur- 
ches of England werethe moft, either a&tually overfpread withdee 
filemenes-or in greateft danger thereof, that webothdidjand would 
hold.a Communion with them asthe ChurchesofChrif. 
Non Conformifts, A Booke byfandry Godlyand learned Mini- 
fers Randing out and fuffering in the caule of Nen-Conformity. p.t. 
‘The Church of England fsa true Charch of ‘Chrift, and fuchan 
as from@which whofoever wittingly and willingly feparatech 


Owen Vice-Chancelour of Oxford in: his Booke of the Perfeves 
sance of S aints, p.9. Legally {ome rfons are {aid to be Holy mr 


ference unto their being feparated from the refidue of men; with 
relation to God and his worfhip.----- So the whole peopleofthe, = | 
Jewes were faidcobe Holy: The particular refpects of 


Warbip, Separation, Law, Mercy, and the like, upon which this deno- 
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mination of Holinefle andSaintfhip was given unto them anddiddc- 
pend, are known to all, yea perfons Inherently uncleane and per- | 
‘fonally notorioufly wicked, are faidto be fan&ifyed. Evangeli- @ 
cally fome are faid to be Holy in Eftimation only, and thateitherof “7 
themfelves or others. Like them whoare {aid :to believe in Chri 
“upon the account of the profeffion 
he would not himfelfe with them, becaufe he knew-° 
what was in them. Such were Fades, ‘Simeon Magus, and 
— fundry others, of whom thefe things are fpoken which they pro- 8 

fefled of themfelves, and were boun 


they made foto doe, yes. . 
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 ghereof whom yet exprefsly diftingu 
faith was the frait of their erernall Election.’ Tis meet for us to judg 
| ‘well of all,who profeffing the Lord Chrift,walk to our view in any 


| | Becaufeof their pre 


his 
; 


‘baptized and profeffing the Gofpell,the name of Believers, & being 


ithed from them, whofe 


meafure fuicableto profeflion, and with Fonedad to honour 


his fitsand haftypafiens of zeale. Tofay that we-are not 


dto any tobe Believers, & Godly, unicile they are 
andeed , is either to exalt poor wormes into the. Throne of. God, 


| and to makethem fearchers of hearts, who are fo often in the darke | 
or elfe at oncetocut off,and defroy all Commu. 
ptenof Saints; doubtleffe, the Difciples of Chri. were boundte | 
weceive thems for Believers, of whom it is faid, that chey did. belicve 
felfion fo todoe,. andthat with fome hazard, | 


and danger, thoughhe who knew what was in man, wouldnot 


-mo Sacrameats,but Antic 
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England, asit was beforethelate Reformation. 


i. 


Wecannot but conceive the Charches in( Old) England 


tions found in them fince; have fprung from Popith Apoftacy.. 5 


‘tilme, profeffing thcir Faith and Repentance, and promifing Re- 


| |formacion of Life : Let the Lords Sapper be adminiftred to fach. 


{Int bis Helineffe of Church Members.p-1-.Chriftians trucly regenerate ate 


lof the vifible Church to be truely regenerate. Such as are boracof 


‘Chriftian parents, and bap 
thipof the Church are initiated Members ot 


| 


thougs 


if Ps 
a 
4 “4 el 


m. Antiquity thought good to allew perfone 


| Regenerate (chat is, as to the participation ofthe outward § ymbele : 


eruf himfelfe wich them, becaufe the root of the matter was. not in 
| ge Dr Goodwin in his Zerubbabels Encouragement,p.t7.lc it a bitter errour, | 
and fall of Crueityto fay, we have had no Churches, @o Miniftry, 
hriftian all; {peaking of the Church of — 


M. Cononof New England; Wy of the Churches of New England, 
were rightly (et the fir) gathered and plaated, and all the Cortup- 


that our work isnot mow to make Churches which werenone | 
before, but to reduce themi,where Godly Minifters be already plaa- | 

_ |» ted in any Congregations, let them:call the people co folemnmeHu- | 
 miliation for their own finnes, and thofe of their Fatherstheyhave 

imitated. (2.) Let fuch people as are of good knowledge andot | 

approved converfation renue theirCovenant formerly madeinBap- | T 


ithe members of the invifible Church. It is the duty of the members _ 


tized in their infancy , into the fellow- | 
fame Church, 
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ough deftitute of Spirit 


Maced, cenfures applycd for reformation. And hence ourS 


fSlves of the priviledge of that fellowfhip 


ration. The hypocrify of fome,& the tolleration of fome open {can= _ 


M. Hooker of new 
p.i1.to feparate from Congregations for want of fome ordinances. 


_ orto feparate from the true worthip of God, becaule of the fine of 


fome worthipers, isunlawfull. chap.3.p.56. Externally thofe are 
within che Covenant, who exprefling their Repentance, with their 


of Ged, and the truth of his worfhip, though they have notforthe, = 


prefent that found work of Faith in their hearts,& may be thall xever 
tenet will draw unavoidable difficultyes with it, and give fuch ad- — 


- Ieffe, and had no intereft in Chrift, had yeta Command from God 


i 


}| toreceive the feales, had warrantto require them, then they had 
from God (outward and vifible) to partake of them. 
—Thisadmits no denyall. But fach as So p.42. Ifany after 


they be received, fhall be found wot tobe added of God, becaufe 
they be not regenerated, yet wearenot tocaftany out for non- 


regencration, Even kuewn, 43: Churches rightly Conffituted may 


foone be corrupred,and.that evem tothe very Effenceofa Church, 
yet in fuch declining times, when difeafes grow deadly there izale 


lowed and a tolleration mui of necefity be fe farre granted, until] 
@ judiciall proceeding the evill be examined, the parties-Cone- 
avi. 


| 
» 


uallGrace,untill they juftlydeprivetheml- 
Neither ‘in jadgement 

gurpradtice doc we fu pend their admiflion, tillwe beconvinced in 

eur Confciences of the certaine & infallible fignes:of their Regeme- == 


‘| dalousfinners inthe Church, doth mot forthwith take awaythe 
 gatare of the Church. Notwithftandin’g the difcovery of Hype- 
 crifie, and telleration of fome open fcandalls, yer feparation 
not forthwith tobe madefrom the Church. Weare to proceed — 
with patience againft the infirmity ef abrother; much more ofa 

} whole Church, the Charchisto judge of mens Holineflebytheit 
England, Survey of Church Difcipline, Preface. 


“vantages to the adverfaries of Gods Grace and the difpenfation of 
hit Ordinances, that they will hardly be regained. p. 38.Layinga it 
CornerStone to build upthe wretched Dodtrine of the Anabap- 
|. df&s.A Chorch may be vifibly redeemed by the Blood ofChrift, and 

called the Body of Chri&, the Sonnes and Daughtersof God,and 
yetnotbereally fuch, p.41. Arguments 8, If thofe who are grace- - 
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@ur Savieur requires time of tryall, if they may be healed, and angi 
thatbe over,they muft be tolerated-p.28. Part.3.p 34. 1-Humane 
_ gmfirmities are not to be taken, as matter of offence, but 2. Stones 


gion &e.-as carry the face of evill intheir forehead, and have 


ee all meanes for Convi&tion and Keformation, thefe only ideferve 


Church, whether the party be fincere orno, The Rule of judgin 

theright of perfons propounded to theChurch to be admittedis 
)motthe internall and faving eftateof the party, but the wifibiliy 
of Covenentright. The Apoftlesas extraordinary perfons knew the 


ftate,refufed them not, as Ananias, Simeon Magus and maty | 
 \thoufands of the Jewes. Chrift by his divine knowledge knew Jadu 

_ 0 be a Devill Fob.6. 70. yet adminiftred to him that Supper, whe 
__ |therche Pafchall Lambe or the Lords Supper I determine not. am | 


-and Haat (as Prophets and Prictts 
‘Circumeife chem, a perfon Ecclefiaftically boly is admittable, and 


ah to breed confulions in Churches, and lay foundations of Entholts 
. vafmes. If faving intereft were the rule, it Were either to neceflitatt 


fo a 
4 
* 


of fumbling jn our Chriftian courfe. 3. Where itis not fo clean. 
fueus. Itisa fafe rule Where we have not found grenkd of Conviction, mg 


thatcomplaines mut twerules 1. Thache muft not dare to com, 


theElder,unleffehe can plainly amd peremptorily lay inhi, 


accufation of another, not with an I take it fo, was reported 


| Ashis accufation- muft be plaine, fo his proofe muft be dire& 
| and pregnant. There muft be twe witneffes to eft ablifb every word,excep, 


otherwife evident,as by confeflion of the party &c. Excom, 
munication muft not befor perty matters, but uch evills as Formica 


| pertinacioufly and obftinately perfifted in, after the improvement 


| M. Cobber of new Eng 


land in his beoke-of Infants Baptifene, 


a ) ‘Albeica mans owne perfonall faich umiceth him to Chrift, inte | 
» Vhpeé& of faving and invifible union, yet the profeflion of Faith be 
fore a viftble Church, uniteth to.Chrift as head of the vifble 


tgnile of perfons fecret from the Church’ yet adminiftred the 


el God difcevered by divine Revelation to Abrabam, Efau to Re 
th not to be Gods Ele@ Seed of the Covenant, yet Abrabem | 
at that time in the Church) 


2 Minifter may not refufe him on his own privaee furmifes, It-wert 


-Miniftersco come.ander guile of finne or Anomic, breach of rule@}. 


“but doubrfall, though our thoughts lead that way, and feares pun 


| have nereajon te adminifter an Admonition. In publike effences, 


ofthat, never to adminifter any Church Ordinancesif ~ 
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face they fometimes fhall breake that Rule, in adminiffring the 
fame to Hypotrices; and albcic they doefemetimes adminifter 


themto ones, yet not being able to-know that fecret infallibly, 

they obferve noc thacrule in feith, but dewtiingly. Its therefore 

1 yiibilicy of Covenant right. Amd when we fpeake of vifbiliryof 

1 Covenant right, asfoch a Rule togoe by, we exclude nor the rat 
Wrest and left degree of vifrbility. As the leaf vifible meafure of grace, 

maf occalion our judgement of Charity,co judge them gracious, lo | 

the leaft degree of vifthility of Covenant RKight,may challenge the like | 


5 


Charity. | 


M. Hooker of new England Part. 3. The Sealesthey 


4 


_bedifpenfed publikely. The Seales of the Covenant, and. theP rea~ 


ching of the Covenant goe together: Ic is notin the power of the. 


Church to confine preaching into corners Prev.8. 2, 3- andofold 


the Church of the Jews erected Synagogues in everyCitty. The ~ 


\ 
\ 
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Apoftle oppofeth ‘manifeftly, the Church er Congregation to 


the privaie henfe, and declarethehac the supper fhould becelebra- 
ted inthe congregation, as the benguet fhould be kept in theic private 
Houfes 1 Cor.11.20,81,22. Yea the (cope and xarure of the Ordi- 


tance calleth for fuch an adminiftration, for fince the Sacrament®’ 
| ate badges to fhew{our feparation from all other 
and to fignify our commusion one with anéther vifibly'in the pree 


ifn of the faith, therefore the adminiftration of them fhouldbe * 
has fhould fuite the nature’of the ordinance, and ferve theend 
of it. (2.) Thefe Ordidances theuld goe hand in hand; after 


| Wordopened the fealesfhouldbe adminifited, 
_The34 rule confirm’d out of the Book of Canons and Com=- 
mon- prayer. Book of Canons, to fatisfy thofethat willnothe o- 
therwife facisfied. Can.26. No Minifter fhall in any wife admit to 
J the Receiving of the holy Communion , any of his Cure or flock, 


which be openly known tolive in fin notorious, without Repen- 


‘Nance, nor any who have malicioufly, and openly contended with: 


their Néighbours, untill chey (hall be reconciled. Northe Church-e  . 
Wardens not prefenting publigue offences. ---- Can 27, Fxcepe 
luch perfon fhall firft acknowledge to the Minifter, his Repentance 
for the fame, and except he fhall firft doe the fame under his hand- 
wilting, to be delivered to the Minifter, and by him feacco the Bi- 


sf Confirmation at the end of the Rutrick. There thal! none be admitted 


the Holy Communion, untill {uch ‘time as he can faythe Catee 


\ ; 
4 
\ 


nw 


| 
+7 
¢ 
-# 
§ 
> 
le 
4 
» 
4m 
nd 
2 
» 
# 
até igs 
€ 
ete 
$ 


andibe conficmed.  Rubrick before the Catechifme. That 
hay then themfelvcs;with their own mouth, & wich their own 
femtigpenly and before the Church confiirme che fame. ( {ce as before, 
What waspromifed in Baptifme.) andalfo Promife, that by theme 
graceotGod, they will cvermore endeavour themfelves Faithfully, 
oblerve and keep fuch things, as they by their own Month eng” 


a » Ww 
4 2 ‘ 


Rave aflented unto. Ic is agreeable with che ulage of 


* the Church in times pal, whereby ie was ordained, chat Confirma 
-tion fhould be Miniftred to them that were of perfe& age , that they 


being Inftruded in Chrifts Religion , fhou!d openly prefe(Je their own | 


‘ 


fay,. We way not je 


(Grace, thee unworthy will be received and force 


Faith, and promife to be obedient unto the will of God. : 
Rabrick before the Communion. Such as intend to be partakers of the 
oly Communion, fhall lignify their names; And if any of thofebe 
_ an opem, and notoriousevill' liver, fo chat the Congregation by him 
- is offended; or have done any wrong to his Neighbour , by word or 


deed, che Curate having knowledge thereof, (hall call him, and ad. 


- vertife him in any wile, not to prefume to come to the Lords Table, 
untill he have openly declaredhimfelfe to have truly repented and a- 
+ mended his former naughty life, thac the Congregation may be | 
thereby fatisfied, which atore were offended, &c. The fame Order | - 


le thall he ufe wich thofe betwixt whom he perceiveth Malice and Ma. 


 tred co reigne,&c. The Minifter ought to admit the Penitent, and 
-—_ Exhertation befere the Communion. If any of you be a Blalphemer of 
God , amwhinderer or flenderer of his word, an Aduleerer,or be | - 
\ lice or envy, or in any other grievous crime, bewaile your finnes, and | 
 ¢ome not to this Holy Table, leaft&c. 


| : 


a An Effay toward removing fome 


 SomeAnab. Spiritsinthe way - 


yne with [ach of whom we wt a q | 


fure aud convinced in owr con{ciences that they have 
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difcerne the loweft degree of Grace from mp Grace? hathC hiift lefer 
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4 > 
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himfelfe 2 Can you difcharge whom God hath noe difcharge 


from entring Covenant with him, and ‘taking the. eath of God 
Sacraments upon them, and Cemmemorating the great worke 


of mansRedemption, with you? Isevery oneunworthy, whom 


any particular perfom judges unworthy? who muf judge in thag 


Cale? Suppofe fome unworthy fhould be received, are you dif- 


charged from your duty of Communion? istheOrdinancedefiled) 
toyou, while you are pure in your felves, and dclareagainft known 
unworthineffe in others? will not fome unworthy, either 


fecret or open be admitted, tillthe worldsend? and muft you: — 


therefore never partake of Ordinances? If unworthy perfons defile — 
one Ordinance to thofe who allow not theirunworthinefle, why 
not af! Ordinances, and why will you then partake of-any Ordi- 


nance ? is there not provifion made inthe Rulesto-keep away 


why fhould you judge your Paftor & your Brethrenbefore» 


lee'cau 


? will you firft breake the Rules and render your. 


- felves unworthy by your uncharicabenefle? fuppofe they prove 


Magiftrates fec that we be not difturbed? if they doe not their 
duty, and dugs will (natch, doe we giveitthem? andfhall motthe 


guilty, hall their inne be layd toyour charge,when you havedone’. 


your duty ? do not the Lawes punnith fuch as difturbe,& fhould not | 


guilt lye upon theif own heads?moft not Children have their bread, 
for feare leaft doges fhould {natch at it ? were the holy menof old’ 


| 


Peg 
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Buthow doe they proveic? Are you fu 

have more then the moft glorious Hypocrite, and perfons endowed 
«With che choifeft conimon workings of the Spirit? (fyouhavenot’ 
res this full affurance of your felver,muft you wot partake,& unlehe othe 
lly. F can be affured of your reall grace you noi Be admitted? By 
Wwhat.tignes may we difcerne true Grace, and diftinguifh ic mothers, 
of from the highcft pretences of Hypocrify,and by what fignes may we 
Q rule ? have you read and well weighed the Scriptures quoted? ands 
| will you require more then ever God. Chrift and the Apoftles requis ae 
red, to an outward Church fate? Have you throughly confidered - ™% 
be the evill of your own hearts? doe you underftand the nature of : 
™ free grace ? will you ftraiten it where God hath not ftrairned ic? j 
or will you forbid thofe to come to Chrift, whom Chrift calls? are | 
d. not many called, who are not chofen? will you faperftitioufly - 
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be 
i 
of 

4 


j a 
* 
= 


Apoftles aud primi= 
touancceflarily {crupulous? or werethere nounwor- 
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worlhip. 
& th: miclvesandeate? 
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Stumb. Tie publique place is by [ome, and ‘we (ball build’ 
themupin their (uperftitio, and {ball of:nd the Anab. who Jey we are going’ 
Should not publique Ordinances be celebrated » 
Cif, che Word, and Covenant, publigacly dilpenfed, and 
mauftthe Sacrament the vifible figne, the feale be private? nmft 


an 


. 


motthe Church be vilible, as a Beacon, a mountaineini® [ie 
profeffion, to be feen of all, are not the Sacraments badges of thac.  fus 


profeifion, and maft thefe be put under a buthel? doth wifdome, — 
ceuth,theChurch feek corners though fometimes they may be: 
thraft into them ? as feducers do, Mat.24.26. & then adulterate: 
the worlhip of God ? when is the Church terrible, asan' Army with 
Banners, dat whee her Coloursin vilible Ordinances are 
flourithed and difplayd ?. Are we afhamed of what we doe in out 
protection of Chrift, chat we dare not appeare in publique ? Is ira 
time of perfecution, that we meeds bein private? is it notthe: 
‘natare of the Sacrament to hold out, thew forth, preach and pro-’ 
fefle a crucifyed Chrit? whatthough ic was fir adminiftred in’ 
‘private, was motcthac occafionally? did nor che Apofles and pri- 
-mitive Chriftians meet in fuch publique places for the Sacrameat 
areoopoted to private houles, 1 Cor.11,22, 1 Cor.1 4 354 ic not the’ 
_ practice of the gathered Congregations in London, as they have 
the priviledge? and though fome have fuperfticious choughts 
of che publique , we be as {uperftitious of the privace, doe their 
thoughtso@the place make icuncleanetous? doe we not declare 
again their fuperftition ? onthe other hand, are we going into: 
the World, A.gypt and Babylon, becaufe the enemyes of Gods 
Tigue Ordinances fo reproach us? Shall we not be indeed guilty of 
_ alitheicblafphemys againft Gods publique Ordinances, ifwe 
fo fatre comply with them as to abftaine from publique’ 
_ Opdinances, Decaufe -they abhorre them , and thac after 
(tie fame. mannec,and onthefame grounds with them?came 
notfome from flight choughts of the publick ufe of Ordinances,to 
backs upon them, tien Bla/pheame publick, Ordinances, 


ae 

Were there not unworthy perions in | 

kpoft reequirt che Godly. rowithdraw from them in Gods 

(though he forbids communion with Idolaters, ih Idole 
doth he not command them to examine: 
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and fuffe a Pamphlet f 
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tfome denied the Ordinatices theme! 


sow high time to ftand co our Profeflion, hold faft the Truth, and: 


sitration with us? have we not upon this atcount been too long: 
in private, & are not our unneceffary Scruples raifed bythe Divell,co- 
T keep publick Ordinances ftill in the duft, and under reproach with 
us? moft we all ftand fill, and omit our duty, not build becaufe 
thehands of fome are weakned? will not Religion, our publique 
Profeflion fuffer, will mot comers on to Chrift be disheartned? Is 
our partaking of the Supper a thing indifferent? nay isthe circum- 
fance of the publick place meerely indifferent. the premifes confides — 
rd? fhould we rather offend God, by omitting our duty, and neg- 
glory,then offend fome weak ? for trouble &c. is it for 
Chriftians to yeeld up duty, honour of Ordinatices,profeffion of Re-- 


Search the Scriprures, regard the teftimonies, weigh the Anfwers, © 
keep to your fabfcribed refolutions, obferve the rules , elfe propofe 


| better, or difmiffe him,who can prove himfelfe (maugre your 


lures, reports and defignes) to have been your fingle-hearted, peace- 
ible, faithfull, painefull, though fuffering , bleeding, abufled 
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Antiqueriesto Mr Pesdarvys his Queries or 
LTS it not a providence coward the undeceiving of the fober 
Godly,that now 
ull 


*. 
. 


heir Church; as folemne Church-reading the Scriptures, finging of: 
Plalmes, Baptifme of Infants, to fay nothing of the Miniftry? will, 
got all the World judge, that we are running after them,and 
whereto by degrees they may at length attaine:? Isit not. 


ligion’, Glory of God in Chrift,to the will of Sathan, & Enemies of — | 
| ourProfeffion, upon fuch bafe, cowardly, & unworthy termes, pur- — 
| chafing our own quiee with the loffe of Gods glory , andthe pub= 


¥ $ 


ie * 


good old way of Worthip, while we are in fuch danger of loofing 
it? Is there not,as things ftand, an alfelute necefityof publiqae admi- 


Arrowes againft Babylon. 


fhould lay afide your pretended meeknefle. 
but reproaches and railingsa~- 


Wandin the iffue,have no 
God of the Ordinances? doenot thele eps naturally 
eanoth: r? are not our Anabap. come, not only to reproacas 4 
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a alf- the Ghiurches minifters of Chit 2 
way? Maynor all tht world now {ee wer 
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you apass none- uch for fweetnelfe 


a ‘Are not you 


Caacch and miaiftry in Englaad, a you! 
Romejand nocdifclaiming her Absminatio ad 
Arrowes blunt headed, there beings 

or rational! proof 
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Had y pair belt) nccftors then: Mat 


a yon differ basi in your ull 
accufations , calling our Churches and 


xcoimmunicate Mr Dia 
her-toilicare:the publick-Minifter; che ofa 
5. Dovhot your queries fay; chat our Church 
hath-béen thed by! Perfecutors;fince Abels; lyes upon chenm 
worthy:chat thereace excraordinar 
hefides the ordinatty’ Gammande of the Ward, which: 
thas the ordinary command rai 
the Extcaordinary whac. may 
Wereall che lage Providences 
‘whom your 
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